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The Selectmen charge themselves as follows : 


State, County, Town and School Taxes, 1868, 
District No. 1, school-house tax, 
66 10, Ge 
r 3, high school tax, 
Cash in the Treasury, March 1, 1868, 
Cash in the Treasury, March 1, 1868, Dog fund, which 
has been paid to the several school districts, 
Interest received of J. P. Sanborn, collector of taxes, 
paid since Nov. ], 
Dog Tax, 1868, 
Received of savings bank, 
Literary fund, 
Railroad tax, 
For old hearse runners, 
Jeremiah Thorn, 
County, for County pauper, 
O. B. Davis, outstanding taxes, 
Titus W. Wadsworth, for hearse, 
J. H. Cilley, use of Town hall, 


Which is accounted for as follows: 


Outstanding Claims. | 


Paid J oseph E. Scribner, wood, 
C. E. Stone, auditor, 
George Hodsdon, 
John W. Simonds, superintending committee, 
John W. Simonds, selectman, 
Samuel Morse, 
Frank M. Calley, 
Abra Huntington, 
Thomas Ryan, bridge, 


$13,610.65 
504.65 
390.00 
250.22 
10,652.27 


86.50 


32.35 
95.00 
23 4.01 
95.12 
3,119.86 
25.00 


$29,943.73 


3.00 
2.00 
14.00 
5.00 
11.00 
3.16 
2.60 
35.10 
26.69 


Paid Joseph L. Thompson, 
McFarland & Jenks, printing reports, 
H. H. Call, roads, 
DoW Call, 
Sanborn & Taylor, 
Pike & Blodgett, 
W. W. Calley, 
O. B. Davis, Elieakar 1866-67, 
se expenses, 
Joseph W. Fellows, 
Stephen Kenrick, expenses, 1867, 
Lewis Lord, 1867, 
Daniel Barnard, 
Josiah Colby, to F. F. Leighton, 
John F, Leighton, services, selectman, 1867, 


Notes and Interest pard 
Theophilus Stevens, dated Aug. 17, 1863, 


Interest, 

Theophilus Stevens, dated Sept. 1, 1864, 
Interest, 

Theophilus Stevens, dated December 9, 1864, 
Interest, 

J. B. Aiken, ‘Adm’r, dated July 1, 1864, 
Interest, 

Mary E. Proctor, Adm’x, dated Sant 1, 1862, 
Interest, 

Mary E. Proctor, dated July 12, 1868, 
Interest, 

Mary E. Proctor, dated Sept. 6, 1865, 
Interest, 

Mary E. Proctor, dated August 15, 1864, 
Interest, 

S. W. Bartlett, dated October 6, 1862, 
Interest, 

Sarah P. Gordon, dated October 2, 1866, 
Interest, 

Samuel N. Dearborn, dated Feb. 25, 1867, 
Interest, 

Augusta Burleigh, dated July 8, 1868, 
Interest, 


Otis C. Hurlburt, dated June 10, 1865, 
Interest, 


4.50 
75.25 
6.50 | 
9.40 
22°50 
45.00 
15.00 
3.42 
13 50 
7.50 
11.00 
12.00 
19.00 
5.00 
7.00 


$360.00 


$150.00 
20,00 
75.00 
38.83 
250.00 
54.42 
3,000.00 
50.00 
500.00 
154.70 
550.00 
155.90 
1,000.00 
143.69 
1,600.00 
140.36 
60.00 
21.45 
70.00 
8.00 
200.00 
22.52 
500.00 
32.50 
150.00 
27.50 


a) 


Curtis B. Burleigh, Feb. 2, 1867, | 230.00 
Interest, . 17.98 
Horace Hoyt, dated Feb. 12, 1867, 100.00 
Interest, 10.45 
Joseph E. Scribner, dated Nov. 1, 1866, 300.00 
Interest, 43.25 

H. 8. Gordon, interest on note, 71.40 

L. W. Leavitt, interest on note, 90.00 

Susan Fuller, interest on note, 44.50 

Elijah Whittier, indorsed on note, 500.00 

G. W. Nesmith, R. P. Cate, interest on note, 81.84 

C. L. Hancock, dated Aug. 14, 1863, 144.00 
Interest, 54.74 

L. B. Hancock, dated Aug. 24, 1864, 70.00 
Interest, 21.02 

Hannah Hancock, dated May 30, 1863, 230.00 
Interest, 91.60 

Samuel Judkins, interest on note, 24.72 

Coupons paid, ; 1,041.00 

st i 99.00 
« 789.00 
. : 78.00 
— 2,007.00 
$13,157.43 
Town Hapenses, 1868-9. 

Paid Doct. L.M. Knight, medi¢al attendance, 25.00 
S. B. Kelley, 25.00 
Hiram Colby, for N. Wallace to April, 1868, 39.00 
Insurance on bridge, 30.00 
E. C. Eastman, books, &c., 13.35 
E. G. Wallace, on town lines, 2.75 
Daniel R. Woodward, as town clerk, 34.50 
J. W. B. Clement, repairs hearse, 4.00 
John W. Simonds, Sup. School Committee, 45,62 
QO. B. Davis, water trough, 1867-8, 6.00 
Stephen Kenrick, as treasurer, 40.00 

ow selectman, 110.00 

Ephraim G. Wallace, “ 90.00 
Gordon Burleigh, = “ $3.00 
Hiram Colby, for Mrs. Wallace to April 1, 1869, 39.00 

_ Barnard & Sanborn, 32.00 
Jasper H. Cilley, care of Hall, and expense, 31.00 


J. P. Sanborn, collecting $10, 200, 102.00 


Paid 
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A. K. Moore, expenses selectmen, 
Stephen Kenrick, “ 

‘ stamps and stationery, 
David Thompson, repairs on chimney, 
Hiram Colby, for N. Wallace to April, 1869, 


Roads and Bridges. 
Samuel Heath for 70 feet culvert, 


66 119 74 
af wall and culvert, 
3 stone, powder, and tools, 


Reuben Keysor, stone Haber 

John Keysor, 

A. G. Morrison, plank, district 16, 

G. G. Wadsworth, for building bridge, 
B. M. Prescott, lumber, 


John 8.3 ewell, for building bridge, dist. No. 5, 


Charles H. Glark, « 
H. H. Call, plank, 
Thomas P. Thompson, on district 16, 
Gust. Walker, iron, 

Patrick Ganethy, on district No. 7, 
L. D. Busiel, 2, 


Francis Shaw, rl 
be if4 


Cross bridge, 


Hiram Shaw, building bridge on Bacon road, 


Henry Burleigh, committee on Morrison. road, 


L. D. Stevens, lumber, 

Titus H. Wadsworth, on road, 

E. C. Smith, on damages, road to Salisbury, 
Abel Morrill, labor on district No. 1, 


Rebuilding Sanborn Bridge. 


Paid Joseph P. Dearborn, for lumber, 


‘Franklin Falls Co., for bbl. tar, 
‘Samuel Heath, for labor, tools, powder, use of 


derrick, team, &c., 
Reuben Keysor, labor, 
John Keysor, “ 
Jason Foss, labor and stone, 
Charles H. Davis, drawing stone, 
Nehemiah Wright, labor, 


‘iy 


17.00 
13.00 
5.00 
1.00 
39.00 


$742.60. 


105.00 
119.00 
53.25 
25.19 
43.25 
84.50 
6.07 
41.15 
26.28 
54.78 
34.71 
8.40 
1.15 
8.40 
5.00 
2.50 
1.80 
5.70 
30.00 
5.00 
1.82 
4.25 
7.50 
12.95 


$637.65 


611.25 
5.45 


247.80 ' 
70.50 
67.00 
55.20 
77.00 

2.00 


Paid Albert Arlin, labor, 42.63 
Wm. Collins, * 11.81 
Charles C. Cross, 16.25 
George Morrison, “ 64.50 
‘Lowell Scribner, lumber, 220.54 
Wn. F. Thompson, “ 80.50 
John Hodsdon, team, 12.00 
Jacob Sanborn, “ 37.00 
Wm. G. Hancock, labor, 7.94 
Stephen Kenrick, services, ; 39.00 
J. G. Carlton, blacksmith work, 34.93 
Burleigh Bros., nails, &c., 1.50 
Walter Aikin, labor and material, 22.60 

for labor on 8. bridge, 15.50 
Gordon Burleigh, ue 13.00 
Ephraim G. Wallace « 15.00 
| $1,766.90 

Repairs on Republican Bridge. 

Paid Wm. F. Thompson, for labor, 23.26 
George Morrison, a 25.00 
Lowell Scribner, plank, 50.70 
Hiram Fifield, care of bridge, 37.83 
J. H. Rowell, repairing lantern, 335) 
I. K. Judkins, labor, 17.00 
Levi Richardson, oil, &c., 11.74 
D. Gilchrist & Co. “ + 4.28 

$170.16 
County Paupers. 

‘Paid N. O. Burleigh, for Comfort Taylor, $52.00 
N.H. Sanborn, for same, 5.00 
Dr. L. M. Knight, for medical attendance, 48.75 
Dr. L. B. Kelley, for same, 36.78 
D. Gilchrist & Co., for Wallace, 7.15 
Expenses for P. Martin, 25.00 
D. D. Geyer, medicines, 8.23 
L. Richarson & Co., for J. B. Clay, 5.50 
John Hodsdon, for Isabella Hancock, 50.00 
A. G. Morrison, for Hannah Bean, 10.50 
A. G. Morrison, for Hannah Brown, 10.00 
Transient paupers, 69.95 

7 $329.88 
Fxternal Poor. 


Paid Henry Bacon, - $45.00 
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Insane Asylum. 


Paid for support of E. E. Merrill, 
For support of Ann Thorn, 


State and County Tax. 


Paid State Treasurer, State tax, 
County Treasurer, 


Outstanding taxes, 1867, 
Outstanding taxes, 1868, 


Town Farm. 


Paid W. Sanborn, for hay, 
L. Richardson & Co., 
D. Gilchrist & Co., 
John Mathews, 
N. H. Sanborn, 
Gust. Walker, cultivator, &c., 


Fire Department. 


Paid Wm. F. Thompsongfor wood, 


G. W. Thompson, for drawing wood, 


Pay-roll Engine Co. No. 1, 
Pay-roll Engine Co. No. 3, 
Franklin Woolen Co., for wood, 
L. D. Davenport, 


School Money. 


Paid School District No. 1, 
School District No. 2, 
School District No. 3, 
School District No. 4, 
School District No. 4, 
School District No. 6, 
School District No. 8, 
School District No. 9, 
School District No. 10, 


$210.18 
195.23 


$405.41 


$3,956.25 
1,622.85 


$5,579.10 


$67.75 
4,097.39 


$4,165.14 


$21.65 
189.76 
25.56 
196.79 
2.00 
6.46 


$442 22 


$3.00 
1.50 
124,97 
118.20 
3.25 
30 


$251.22 


$182.04 


117.21 
528.54 
110.50 
125.21 
92.60 
104.19 
104.94. 
649.78 


Paid School District No. 11, ; 


School District No. 12, 


School house tax, District No. 1, 
School house tax, District No. 3, 
School house tax,”District No. 10, 
School house tax, District No. 11, 


Town School Committee. 


Paid John W. Simonds, 
Alexis Proctor, 


Abatement of taxes, 1846, 
Abatement of taxes, 1867, 
Abatement of taxes, 1868, 


Recapitulation. 
Whole amount of cash received, 


Which is accounted for as follows: 
Outstanding claims paid, 
Notes and interest, 

Town expenses, 
Roads and bridges, 
Sanborn bridge, 
Republican bridge, 
County paupers, 
External poor, 
Insane Asylum, 
State and county taxes, 
Town farm, 
Fire department, 
School money, 
Superintending school committee, 
Abatement taxes, 18.°6, 

“ “ — 1867, 

« « 1862, 

« dog tax, 1868, 
Outstanding taxes, 1807, 

“Pe a. S03, 

Cash in treasury, 


97.68 
67.15 
$2,179.84 


$500.00 
250.00 
375.00 
50.00 
1,175.00" 


$3,354.84 


$43.62 
10.00 


$53.62 


$84.17 
72.67 
174.56 


$331.40 
$33,448.73 


$348.04 
13,157.48 
754.60 
637.65 
1,766.90 
170.16 
329.88 
45.00 
405.41 
5,579.10 
449.2? 
251.22 
3,354.84 
53.62 
84.17 
72.67 
174.56 
95.00 
67.75 
4,097.39 
1,556.17 


—————— $33,433.73 
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Notes outstanding, dated 1863-4. 


John W. Richardson, 
Jonathan Leavitt estate, 
Estimated interest, 


Notes dated 1864-6. 


Samuel D. Morrison, 
Samuel Judkins, 
Simeon ©. Brown, 
Henry Burley, 
Polly W. Eaton, 
Augustus F. Bailey, 
Sarah Smith, 

John Collins, 

J.S. B. West, 

‘J.S. B. West, 
‘Meridian Lodge, No. 60, 3 notes, 
Interest estimated, 


Notes dated in 1865-6. 


John W. Richardson, 

Meridian Lodge, No. 60, 

Lydia J. Morrison, 

J. L. Robinson, 

Hiram S. Gordon, 

Curtis Weeks, 

Elijah Whittier, 800.00 
indorsed, Jan. 1, 1869, 500.00 

Mary Jane Sanborn, 

Polly W. Eaton, 
Interest estimated, 


Notes dated 1856-7. 


Asa Morrison, 
Lydia J Morrison, 
~ Polly W. Eaton, 
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Hannah Ramsey, 
Samuel W. Dearborn, 
Hannah F.. Hanscomb, 
‘Hannah 8. Gordon, 


$°00.00 
1500.00 


100.00 


$200.00 
200.00 
400.00 
40.00 
800.00 
200.00 
550.00 
200.00 
500.00 


$2,200.00 


550.00 — 


700.00 


700.00 


116.000 
100.00 
100.00 


$4,856.00 


100.00 . 


1,190.00 
1,000.00 


800.00 
159.00 
300.00 

460.00 


2.00.00 
500.00 
200.00 
150.00 
672 45 
400.00 
100.00 
100.00 


$4,056.80 
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Joseph E. Scribner, 
George W. Nesmith, trustee, 
Jonathan Taylor, 

Interest estimated, 


Notes dated 1867-8. 
Abby Davis, 
Seth S. Thompson, 
Moses Fuller, 
Tra Leighton, 
Olrve Hutchins, 
John H. Rowell, 
Interest estimated, 


Assets due the Town. 


Ontstanding taxes, 1867, 
dete UAV taR 

Due from U.S. for bounties, 1863, 
Lumber on hand, 
Due from New-Hampton, N. R. Wallace, 
Lowell Scribner, note dated Feb. 13, 1869, 
Bank tax, 1867, 

i 1868, 
Dog tax, 


500.00 
1,344.20 
102.00 
300.00 


500.00 
100.00 
325.00 
400.00 
150.00 
1,000.00 
130.00 


67.75 
4,097.39 
1,440.00 

53.00 

39.00 

73.50 

181.50 
359.75 
95.00 


Statement of Poor Farm, 1868-9. 


Sundry bills, including warden’s salary, 
Inventory of 1868, 


Received for board Mrs, Ash, ‘from County, 

a Hannah Whitcher, 

. Sally. Marston, 

“ . , transient, . 
Lowell Scribner, note for timber, 
Inventory, 1869, 


Expense of town farm, 


Inmates of Alms House. 


Perry Daniels, 52 weeks, 
George Stevens, 1 . 
Ellen Stevens, 1 - 
Ellen Mahagan, pe 


488.22 
1,666.20 


116.25 
12.50 
12.50 

2.50 
73.00 
1,504.60 


433.12 


$4,568.65 


$2.6°5.00 


$6,405.89 


$2,154.42 


$1,721.30 


8 years old. 
5 6 


7 
30 


6¢ 
« 
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Hannah Whitcher, 28 weeks, 57 years old. 
Sally Marston, 28 - 61 $6 
Harry Ash, 28 “f D “ 
Mary Ash, ' ye ; ¥ 
John Ash, — 28 ry 9 bg 
Mrs. Harriet Ash, 28 i 35 1 
Frank Ash, ) 28 . 11 a 
Mrs. Harriet Daniels, 2 es 40 od 
Amanda Houghton, 3 r 2 ‘ 
John Houghton, 3 is 4 % 
Mrs. Nancy Houghton, 3 “, 24 r6 
Hattie Daniels, 2 rd 18 Aes 
Total amount of notes and interest, $18,279 65 
‘f Bonds sold March 1, 1867, 16,300.00 
M “« . March 1, 1868, 16,100.00 
% “March 1, 1869, 3,500.00 
$54,179.65 
Amount due the town March 1, 1869, 6,405.89 
Cash in Treasury March 1, 1869, ~ 1,556.67 
———— $7,962.08 
Total indebtedness of town March 1, 1869, $46,217.57 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


STEPHEN KENRICK, Selectmen 
EPHRAIM G. WALLACE, of 
GORDON BUBLEIGH, Franklin. 


The auditors of accounts for the town of Franklin, for the 
year ending March 1, 1869, have carefully examined the forego- 
ing accounts, find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 


IRA GREELY 
CHARLES H. CLARK,| Auditors. 


REPO WT 


TOWN SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF FRANKLIN, FOR THE YEAR 1869. 


The Town School. Committee of Franklin submit their Re- 
port upon the condition and progress of the Public Schools, for 
the year ending March, 1869: 


In the division of their labors, the especial care or Districts 
Nos. 8 and 9 was committed to Mr. Proctor; Nos. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
11 and 12, to Mr. Simonds. Districts Nos. ], 3 and 10, have com- 
mittees of their own, whose Reports are herewith incorporated 
in their appropriate places. 

The whole number of scholars, four years of age and upward, 
attending the public schools two weeks or more, the past year, 
is 495: Boys, 26%, Girls, 227. 

The sum appr opriated the past year for the support of schools 
amounts to $2,429.84. This includes $250, raised by tax, by 
District No. 3, for the High School. 

We present a detailed account of the schools by districts, 
referring the town to a statistical table accompanying this Re- 
port, for further particulars. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 


The Summer Term of ten weeks, was taught by Miss Fannie 
A. Scribner, who brought to the task the experience of several 
years of successful teaching. It was evident at the commence- 
ment of the school, that advancement was the order of the day, 
and the committee were pleased to observe at the close that the 
order had been well and fully carried out. Several parents and 
citizens manifested a proper interest by their presence at the 
_ close, and expressed themselves well satisfied with the improve- 
ment of their children in the several branches pursued. The 
whole number of scholars during this term was 22. Average 
attendance, 17. 

The Winter Term of twelve weeks, was also taught by Miss 
Scribner. Owing to the unfinished state of the school-house, 
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which was undergoing repairs, this term did not commence until 
the 14th of December, and consequently has been in session but 
ten weeks. The committee have examined the school and find 
it in a very prosperous condition. The classes had not reviewed, 
and consequently had made no preparation for the thorough ex- 
amination to which they were subjected, but their answers 
showed that no extra preparation was necessary, as they were 
masters of what they had been over. The teacher speaks of 
this school as pleasant to herself, and it is evident to us, that it 
has been profitable to those under her char ge. The whole num- 
ber of scholars, 24. Average attendance, 20, 

At the last annual meeting it was voted to raise the sum of 
five hundred dollars to repair the school-house. A, committee 
consisting of Benj. 8. Hancock, Wallace Burleigh, and Valen- 
tine Sargeant, were appointed to expend the money. How well 
and faithfully the congnittee performed the duty assigned them, 
ig apparent to all in the district, and to many other citizens of 
the town who have visited the house, all concurring in the opin- 
ion that we have a model school building. 


GEO. B. MATTHEWS, ) Superintending Com. of 
S. M. WESTGATE, District No. 1. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 


The Summer Term was taught by Miss Anna F. Osgood. 
This was the first school under her charge. Her literary quali- 
fications were acceptable. She is a member of a leading 
Academy in the State, but, much to be regretted, was allowed 
to assume the important duties of teacher, without having been 
furnished any professional instruction. Herein our leading 
Academies are much at fault. Miss Osgood possesses many in- 
herent good qualities for successful teaching. Her school at the 
close appeared better than was expected, The teacher, with 
justice, makes the usual complaint of irregular attendance in this 
school. Instances of tardiness, 32. Visitors, 4. 


Winter Term. Miss Sarah A. Pettengill, teacher. Good 
order was maintained by very pleasant means. A friendly feel- 
ing existed between teacher and scholars. Fair improvement 
was made, The teacher was not so exact and precise in her 
instructions and explanations as desirable, consequently, her 
pupils did not acquire full and definite ideas in all subjects pur- 
sued. She reports favorably of the regular attendance of 
scholars. Whatever influence produced this favorable result, it 
is hoped that influence will permanently prevail. Wauren 
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Smith, Addie Shaw, and Ida Shaw, are reported neither absent 
ortardy. Instances of tardiness, 27. Visitors, 8. Term, 15 weeks. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 


The supervision of the Primary Department was committed 
to. Mr. Rowell, the Intermediate Department to Messrs. Barnard 
and Stone, and the High School to Mr. Savage; and they make 
report as follows: 


Primary School, Both terms of this school were taught by 
Miss N. E. Buzzell. Length of Spring term, twelve weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 62. Average attendance, 49. The 
unusual large number of scholars, and the numerous cases of 
tardiness and absences, detracted much from the usefulness of 
this term; yet those scholars who were constant made com- 
mendable improvement. There were 97 cases of tardiness; far 
too many for one term. Parents are in a great degree responsi- 
ble for this delinquency. The Fall term of 15 weeks, was a 
decided improvement on the Spring term. Whole number of 
scholars, 51. Average attendance, 47. The teacher says of this 
term, “that many of the scholars have manifested more than 
usual interest, have been punctual in attendance, and seemed 
anxious to improve.” The committee were very much pleased 
to see the interest exhibited by the friends and parents of the 
scholars at the closing exercises. The examination was very 
interesting, and gave evidence of the industry and perseverance 
of both scholar and teacher. 

The teacher labored earnestly. for the improvement of her 
scholars, and the scholars made commendable progress. If 
parents would show more interest in the education of their 
children, by oftener visiting them at their school-room, coéperat- 
ing with the teacher, encourage and assist the children to be in 
school in season, we should see a marked improvement in our 
schools. 

Intermediate Department. This department, during the year 
just closed, has been under the guidance of the same teacher, 
who has managed this school in a very successful manner for the 
past four and a half years, Miss Annie M. Osgood. Number of 
scholars during the Summer terni, 42. Average attendance, 37. 
Number of scholars not absent a half day, 14. Whole number 
during Fall term, 44. Average attendance, 39%. Number not 
absent a half day, 20. Whole number during Winter term, 36. 
Average attendance, 31. Number not absent a half day, 16. 

Your committee feel that any remarks from them, at this 
time, would be almost superfluous. They simply add their tes- 
timony to the success of this department, and cordially con- 
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gratulate the district in having been able to secure the continued 
services of such an able teacher. It is sincerely desired that, 
when the time for another term shall arrive, the committee will 
announce, as teacher, the “same person as last year.” 


Eigh School. There have been two terms of this school, one 
of eleven, the other of twelve weeks, both taught by Mr. O.D. 
Robinson. The whole number of scholars from the district, 
during the Fall term, was 19, with an average attendance of 16. 
The whole number, during ‘the Winter term, was 25, with an 
average attendance of 22. In addition to these, there were in 
attendance from abroad, 10 in the fall, and 9 in the winter. 

These terms, the committee are oratified to report, have been 
entirely successful. Mr. Robinson has approved himself a manly, 
accurate, and thorough teacher. He has come into easy com- 
munication with the scholars, has held before them high views 
of life, and has aimed to train them by right and appropriate 
methods. At the examination, the classes in Geography, Arith- 
metic, Algebra, Physiology, and Latin, in general appeared well, 
as also that in Governmental instruction. ‘The instruction in 
spelling by writing, we highly approve. Much, however, is still 
wanting in clear enunciation and adequate volume of voice, both 
in recitations and in elocutionary exercises. 

These two terms have done much to recover the High School 
from the prostration into which it had fallen. It needs still an 
able teacher and the fostering coéperation of the parents, and 
all the friends of the schoel. The importance to the town of a 
speedy union of the different districts for high school purposes, 
can not be overestimated.’ The High and the Intermediate 
schools of this district have been excellent, but the educational 
force of the town, if united, and so stimulated, might be made 
vastly more efficacious in accomplishing the grand result desired 
by all—the instruction, training, development and ini of 
the minds of the children. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL BARNARD, 
WILLIAM T. SAVAGE, 
J. H. ROWELL, 
EDWIN OC. STONE. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 


Summer and Winter Terms under the instruction of Miss 
Martha A. Colby. Five scholars from the town farm. These 
were good schools, but not quite equal to the standard of No. 4. 
Instances of tardiness, 25. Visitors, 34. 
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DISTRICT No. 5. 


The whole amount of money was schooled out in one con- 
tinuous term. Mr. David E. Brown, teacher. The attendance 
of several scholars from without this district, added to the inter- 
est and activity of the school. The scholars attending evident- 
ly appreciated the excellency of this opportunity, and applied 
their efforts to the aéquirement of useful information. The clos- 
ing examination showed that good progress had been made in the 
studies pursued. Cases of tardiness, 5. Visitors, 12. 


DISTRICT No. 6. 


Summer Term. This was a good school, well managed. The 
teacher was liberal of her activity in behalf of her pupils. Her 
instructions were intelligible, thorough, well explained, with 
frequent reviews. The classesin Mental Arithmetic recited with 
readiness and accuracy. Cases of tardiness, 54. Visitors, 12. 
Miss Emily M. Westgate, teacher. 


Winter Term. Miss Martha A. Colby, instructor. She has 
previously taught several terms in this district, and her appear- 
ance in school was a sufficient guaranty for a good, quiet, profit- 
able term. This school was conducted with the usual ability 
and success of the teacher. Instances of tardiness, 36. Vis- 
itors, 9. , 


DISTRICT No. 7. 


There has been no school in No. 7 the past year, the school 
‘money remaining in the treasury. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 


Summer Term. Miss A. M. Ingalls, teacher, who is an ex- 
perienced teacher, and has previously won an enviable reputa- - 
tion. She maintained a rigid discipline, was thorough and accu- 
rate in imparting instruction. The closing examination passed 
_ off very creditably to both teacher and scholars, and to the satis- 
faction of the committee. Whole number of scholars, 24. 
Average attendance, 18. Length of school, 8 weeks. 

This district was very fortunate in securing the services of 
Miss Mary E. Taylor, for the Winter Term, who, at least, added 
“ one laurel” to her previous excellent reputation as a teacher. 
She possesses the happy faculty of winning the respect of her 
pupils; is thorough, precise, and rapid in her explanations, is 
not afraid to read a paragraph from the reading lesson to her 
scholars, nor to work out and explain a difficult problem in 
arithmetic in their presence. She is always diligent and enthu- 
siastic, and her pupils seem to have caught the same spirit. We 
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have seldom witnessed a better examination than was the clos- 
ing one of. this term. ‘Every scholar gave prompt and correct 
answers to all“questions from teacher and committee.” While 
we speak of all the exercises as praiseworthy; we think that the 
Arithmetic and Reading deserye especial commendation. “We 
hope this, or some other district in town, may be fortunate 
enough to secure Miss Taylor’s services in the future. Whole 
number of scholars, 22. Aver age number ni pa 18. Length 
of term, 9 weeks. 


DISTRICT No. 9. 


_ Summer Term. Miss Josie L. Wadleigh, teacher. We have, 
in previous reports spoken in terms’ of commendation’ of this 
school and its faithful instructor. Although small in numbers, 
it 18 a “five” school. As usual, we report a pleasant and profita- 
ble term. We Were sorry to learn at the closing’ examination, 
the teacher’s decision to sever her counection with the’school as 
teacher. Whole number of scholars, 12. Av erage, 7. ‘Length | 
of term, 8 weeks. 


The Winter Term was taught by Miss Laura EK Thompson, 
who here made her first attempt at teaching. “The! sehool ap- 
‘peared well at the commencement, but, as it closed during our 
absence from town, we can not speak ‘definitely in’ regard to 
progress made. Whole number of scholars, 10. Average.nurh- 
ber attending, 74. Length of school, 9 weeks. 


DISTRICT No..10. 


In presenting this annual report, we are happy to ‘be able to 
say that our schools have been generally successful and profita- 
ble. The resources of the committee have been severely taxed 
during the past year to provide suitable accommodations for the 
large and increasing number of scholars. We must egain most 
earnestly call the ‘attention of the’ district to the immediate 
necessity of furnishing better and more ample’ school-room 
accommodations. If you would see schools, in which ‘your 
children may become good scholars and be prepared for’ futtre 
usefulness, provide for them at once, ample, convenient, and 
attractive school-rooms, secure competent and faithful teachers, 
cooperate, by personal effort with the teachers, in securing the 
constant and punctual attendance of all the pupils in ‘the -dis- 
_trict.. Render all the aid in your power in maintaining“a_ igh 
standard of discipline and good order in the schools. © 

Primary Department—Summer Term. For want of suitable 
accommodations, this school was kept but one term. The room 
was altogether too small, and the seats wholly unfit for, the 
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wants of the school. The teacher, Miss Helen M. Tilton, labor, 
ing under the very discouraging circumstances of the situation- 
achieved all the success we anticipated at the commencement of 
the school, Under the favorable conditions of ample room, and 
good facilities, she would have been enabled to attain far better 
results. Length of term, 9 weeks, Whole number of scholars, 
43. Average attendance, 38, | 


Intermediate Department. The first term of this:school was 
taught by Miss Fannie J. Peverly. . This school, hitherto so ex- 
cellent, did not meet our expectations. The teacher, although 
she labored: hard to accomplish good results, failed to secure 
that discipline, attention, and good order so essential to a suc- 
cessful school. 

‘Miss Frances E. Woodford, so long and successfully connected 
with this school, taught the second and third terms. Miss 
Woodford, on resuming the charge, of the school, at once re- 
stored order. By skillful and judicious management, by earnest 
and persistent effort, she awakened renewed interest and energy 
among the pupils. ‘At the close, this school resumed its former 
high reputation as a’ “ model school.” 

Length of school—two. terms of nine weeks each, and one 
term of ten and a half weeks. Whole number of scholar s, first 
term, 59; average attendance, 53. Second term, 56; average 
attendance, 44, Third term, 66; average attendance, ST.) 


Advanced Department, The at Terms were taught by 
Miss Lizzie A. Chase, with marked success. Miss Chase is well 
qualified, and ranks high as a teacher. A visit to her school 
could not fail to impress one with her adaptation to her’ profes- 
sion. The discipline in school was good without severity, the 
classification judicious and well arranged, and the instruction 
methodical and thorough. At the closing examination the 
classes appeared ‘unusually well. The pupils answered promptly 
and correctly, and seemed fully to comprehend the subject mat- 
ter of their several studies. ‘The results attained were highly 
satisfactory: Length of terms, 18 weeks. Whole. number of 
scholars, 61. Average attendance, 57. 

~The Winter Term, of ten and one half weeks, was taught by 
Mr. Charles L. Clay. Whole number of scholars, 65. Average 
attendance, 40.. The school this term opened very favorably, 
and the teacher manifested a thorough acquaintance with his 
duties. ..Good order was maintained. vA good degree of inter- 
est, Was diffused among. the scholars, and: a thorough course of 
instruction adopted. At. the closing examination, a good degree 
of improvement was manifested, and we felt satisfied that “the 
teacher had been faithful in the discharge of his duties. Not 
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more than one half of the scholars were present on examination 
day. Many of the scholars were detained by sickness, but 
many, we fear, absented themselves without good excuse. 

We wish to call the attention of parents to the great evil of 
allowing their children to be absent from the closing examina- 
tions. The practice of “dodging the examination,” is like a 
soldier deserting the army on the eve of battle. It tends to dis- 
courage and embarrass the teachers, derange and break up 
classes. Frequently these scholars which remain, appear to less 
advantage than they otherwise would, aided by the presence of 
their accustomed class-mates. The greatest evil falls upon 
those, who, without any good cause, absent themselves: for they 
almost invariably gain the reputation of being poor scholars, 
and are set down as having made but little progress in their 
studies. When we know that scholars are absent upon some 
frivilous pretext, they deserve to have said of them, what Gen. 
Marion said to a good-for-nothing soldier who had been absent 
without leave, “ we never missed you.” 

For the benefit of the fifty scholars in the district who have 
not enjoyed the advantages of schooling during the past year, 
many of whom are employed in the mills, we copy the law, 
enacted at the last session of the Legislature, regulating the at- 
tendance of the public schools: 


Be it enacted, hc., 

SEcTION 1. School committees may make such rules and regu- 
lations respecting the attendance of the public schools in their 
respective towns, as, in their opinion, may be necessary. 

Src. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act 
are hereby repealed. 


Does not this increasing evil of non-attendance demand the 
enforcement of some wholesome regulations authorized by this 
enactment? Tardiness and truancy are too evident to be 
ignored in this report—should not some salutary means be 
adopted to correct this great evil? 

Parents, guardians, friends, let us all unite in harmonious, per- 
sistent effort in correcting these evils which so retard the efli- 
ciency of our schools. “Let us raise the standard of public in- 
struction and present higher educational advantages to our 
children. As a reward for our labors “they will return to us 
bearing sheaves with them.” 


ALEXIS PROCTOR, ) Superintending 
N.H.SANBORN, | Com. of Dist. 
J. L. THOMPSON, No. 10. 
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DISTRICT No. 11. 


The register of No. 11 presents too large.a number of in- 
stances of tardiness, 104. This pleasant and interesting school 
enjoyed the instruction, each term, of one of our best educated 
and most thorough teachers. Her pupils were kindly disposed, 
quiet in their communications, gentle in behavior, interested and 
diligent in their studies. This school was well governed and 
well taught—the result, good progress in the various branches 
pursued. Teacher, Miss Kate Scribner. Visitors, 46. 


DISTRICT No. 12. 


Summer and Winter Terms. Miss Abbie M. Sargent, teacher. 
“ Actuated by a sincere love of her work,” as she reports, “and 
an earnest desire to excel,” the teacher labored with persevering 
energy to promote the interests of her scholars. She speaks in 
grateful terms of the “general good behavior of her pupils,” 
and the friendly attentions of their parents. The Summer term 
was pleasant and orderly. Miss Sargent is commended for her 
_ thorough method of instruction; it is well calculated to awaken 
thought and infuse interest. This was aterm of good school. 
It was not possible for the committee to visit this school at the 
close of the Winter term. The teacher thinks the “school 
made better improvement than during the first term, especially 
in reading.” The parents concurin this expression. It is be- 
lieved this was a successful school. Instances of tardiness, both 
terms, 54. Visitors, 45. This district is composed of portions 
of the towns of Franklin and Northfield. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


In offering this annual statement upon the condition of pub- 
lic schools, the committee are enabled to present their towns- 
men this report, that a favorable degree of success has attended 
the appropriations and efforts in behalf of schools the past year. 
The sum of $2,429.84 has been expended fox the support of 
schools the year just closed. The increased apportionment of 
the State tax assigned to Franklin, will, in the same ratio, in- 
crease the appropriation for schools, the coming year, to the 
sum of $2,800, nearly. 

Franklin enjoys a good system of highways. It offers to alla 
good mart for sales or purchase. Its manufactories are on a 
large scale, and prosperous. Agricultural interests are improv- 
ing. The town creditably sustains three large and well organ- 
ized religious societies. Its professional men rank high for 
learning, ability and success, in their several departments. Now 
it is a question, proposed to every inhabitant, is the present con- 
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dition of our schools equal in rank, to the industrial interests of 
the town? The successful management ‘of our schools is a 
matter of first importance to the permanent prosperity of: all 
other enterprises ; hence, are our schools conducted in the dest 
manner? The Town committee unhesitatingly answer’ these 

uestions in the negative, and submit some considerations, de- 
signed to improve and advance the state of our schools. 

It is not believed that the intelligence of our citizens will 
longer consent to the present inefficiency of the existing’ school 
arrangements, by withholdmg a hearty co-operation of united 
efforts to elevate the standard of schools, and advance their 
condition to a deserved place im ‘the town’s prosperity. ~An 
established high school, for three terms at Jeast, annually, prop- 
erly conducted, is required. This would greatly advance’ the 
interests of education, and would be an act of actual economy. 

No. 10 has expended the past year for instruction, in ‘its 
advanced department, $340.50. 

No. 3, has paid for similar purposes, $437.50. Amount thius 
expended i in both districts, $778. 

Now by the union of thesetwo districts, for a high’ éohOal the 
sum of $650 with the tuition from scholars without these - 
districts, would liberally pay the services of a (first class “male 
teacher, and expense of fuel and care, thirty-three weeks’ -each 
year. Thus the expense and risks of sending children out‘of 
town for schooling would be saved, the length of ‘schools'inoréas- 
ed one third, and $128 left for the other departments. It is earn- 
estly urged upon No. 10, and No. 3, that they unite for‘a high 
school, for a limited time ‘on trial. 

District agents should be more rey to employ only teach- 
ers of skill and experience. Teachers are well paid in Franklin, 
and should devote their whole time to the work’ of the school. 
They should be required to instruct, explain, apply by familiar 
illustration, review and so drill and discipline the pupil; that‘he 
shall understand what he goes over. Less than. one ‘half of our 
teachers employed, meet even these moderate requirements: 

Under our present system, the supervision of schools m@town 
is legally vested in the hands of four different committee, con- 
sisting of thirteen men. It is submitted to the wisdom’ of all 
concerned, that our schools would be more’ systematically and 
efficiently managed, if their supervision were assigned to the 
care of one suitable person. Ourteachers should be -inducedito 
interchange frequent visits with pee Ouhes, at their’ several 
schools. worgior | 

A moderate effort would ‘organize anassoeiation), ‘daring: the 
winter months, for:holding meetings in each’ district, to. discuss 


23 
such topics as would arouse and promote school interests. As- 
sistance in this respect could be expected from the State Super- 
intendent of Schools. 

Parents are interested in the welfare of our schools, but they 
rely too much upon the’ capabilities of teachers, and the care of 
committees. 

Visits by parents and citizens at the school, would be a valua- 
ble appropriation of a little time and attention. Teachers in 
turn should visit all the parents and scholars at their homes. 

The responsibility clearly rests in the hands of our citizens to 
decide, whether by united and judicious efforts, the condition of 
our schools shall be advanced to an even rank with our town’s 
valuation in State affairs, or rather be placed in the front rank 
educationally, or retain its present ¢nefficient uneconomical 
sehool system. Let our distinguished professional men take the 
lead; let our intelligent and thriving manufactures and mechan- 
ics join with their activity. The Farmers will aid the movement 
with their nerve and stability. The working-men will come 
with their numbers and presence, and thus, Franklin can have 
a well-organized, efficient, economical system of Public Schools. 


J. WESLEY SIMONDS, ) Zown School 
ALEXIS PROCTOR, 5 Committee. 


March 1, 1869. 


LIST OF TEXT-BOOKS. 


Bible. : ’ 
Hillard’s Series of Readers and Speller. 
Payson, Dunton and Scribner’s Penmanship. 
Greenleaf’s Primary and Common School Arithmetic. 
Colburn’s Meutal. 
Cornell’s Primary and Intermediate Geographies. 
Quackenbos’ First book in Grammar. 
‘Quackenbos’ Primary History of U.S. 
Cutter’s First Book of Physiology. 
Davies’ Elementary Algebra. 

Elementary Book-Keeping. 
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